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Eritrea 


Ambassador to Washington on U.S., Sudan Ties 


LD0802213895 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 8 Feb 95 


[Interview with Amde Mikael Kahsai, Eritrean ambas- 
sador to the United States, by Ghislaine Dupont fol- 
lowing visit by Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki to the 
United States; place and date not given—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] [Dupont] 
What about the problems you are having with Sudan, 
since Eritrea has broken off diplomatic relations? What 
is the position of the United States on this? 


[Kahsai] The United States is very much concerned, as is 
Eritrea, and several countries in the Horn of Africa, 
about the policy of destabilization being conducted by 
Sudan. This policy of destabilization is in contradiction 
with the general line in the region, which is making an 
effort to solve its economic problems and is working 
towards regional integration. 


It is a question we were trying to resolve bilaterally with 
Sudan even before Eritrea was independent. Starting in 
1989, when the Sudanese Islamic Front encouraged the 
creation of a group known as the Eritrean Islamic 
Jihad—a subversive group—Sudan, in spite of all its 
statements and so on, decided to destabilize not only 
Eritrea, but also several countries in the Horn of Africa. 


We cannot see the use of mediation by Yemen or other 
countries. For the moment it is still the status quo. 


[Dupont] Your president asked the Americans not to 
abandon Africa, in spite of their failure, let’s say, in 
Somalia. Are you afraid that your country will stop 
getting support, in particular financial support? 


{[Kahsai] Our president asked for a major commitment 
from the United States, not only in the Horn but in 
Africa in general. Our impression is that there is a lot of 
interest on the American side in helping us in our efforts 
to develop our economies. During his meeting with 
President Clinton, President Isaias raised several issues 
which interested the U.S. Government, starting from 
regional integration. They agreed on calling for a 
regional conference to be held in April. The aim is to 
work for a regional economic integration. 


The Americans think that they have strategic and eco- 
nomic interests here. International security issues are 
also involved. For all these reasons, the Americans 
reaffirmed to us their intention to remain in the region 
and to help the people of the Horn of Africa to solve their 
economic problems. 
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Ethiopia 


Parliamentary Elections Slated for 7 May 


EA0402194095 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 4 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The national « ‘sectoral board 
has notified political parties which have not yet regis- 
tered their emblems to do so by 7 February [1995]. 
[passage omitted] 


At its regular annual meeting yesterday the board 
approved the timetable for the simultaneous elections of 
people’s deputies to the federal and state parliament. 
Accordingly, petitioning, registration, and accreditation 
of candidates will be conducted from 24 February to 13 
April. The list of candidates will be made public then 
and they will immediately begin campaigning. Voter 
registration will take place from 15 to 25 April and 19 
April will be a special registration day. Voter registration 
documents will be left open to the public from 28 to 30 
April. May 7th will be a polling day and voting and 
counting of ballots will be conducted the same day. 


All Amhara People’s Party To Boycott Polls 


EA0502200595 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 5 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The All Amhara People’s 
Organization [AAPO] at its third anniversary celebra- 
tion today urged its members, especially the youth, to 
further strengthen their struggle for the release of the 
imprisoned leaders of the organization. AAPO First 
Deputy Chairman Nega Tibeb Bekele urged members of 
the organization to consolidate and strengthen their 
struggle. [passage omitted]. 


The organization has also announced that it will not take 
part in the forthcoming elections. 


Somalia 


U.S. Marines Arrive for Evacuation 


AB0802140795 Paris AFP in English 1348 GMT 
8 Feb 95 


{By Ali Musa Abdi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Feb 8 (AFP)}—Two 
US Marine Corps helicopters landed at Mogadishu’s 
dusty airfield Wednesday [8 February] to disgorge 
officers who will set up a command centre for the 
evacuation of close to 8,000 UN troops. 


In the city, forces loyal to warlord Mohamed Farah 
Aidid toured the streets in vehicles equipped with loud- 
speakers, stirring up the population against American 
‘‘neocolonialists” who had “landed in our homeland 
today to invade Somalia.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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US marines will come ashore for up to a week as the last 
troops leave, but Aidid ally Mohamed Qanyare Afrah 
warned last week that militias would “react aggressively” 
if they stayed longer. 


The US officers flew in from a warship offshore—one of 
six visible from a US-led seven-nation task force formed 
to protect the withdrawal of the UN soldiers from 
Somali militias. Seven speed-boats could be seen, and 
Italian marines were on the beach. 


It was the first time US troops had returned to this 
lawless Horn of Africa nation since their humiliating 
withdrawal in March last year. 


US and UN troops—30,000 strong at their peak— 
landed in Somalia in late 1992 to halt looting of food 
going to victims of a devastating famine and to try to 
bring peace to a country ravaged by clan warfare since 
the battle to overthrow dictator Mohamed Siad Barre, 
who was toppled in January 1991, and which has cost the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of Somalis. 


The internationa! troops became embroiled in fire-fights 
with the Somali militias, and the Americans launched a 
vain manhunt for General Aidid. They pulled out after 
losing 36 men (the UN force has lost 121), with Somali 
militiamen dragging some of the bodies through the 
Streets. Those scenes were captured by photographers and 
turned American public opinion against the operation. 


The last UN troops and civilians are pulling out fol- 
lowing the failure of Aidid to agree with his arch-rival, 
self-styled president Ali Mahdi Mohamed, on a govern- 
ment of national unity. 


The 350 or so civilians will be evacuated by Tuesday, 
and UN sources say the troops, mostly from Pakistan, 
Egypt and Bangladesh, will ail be gone by the end of the 
first week of March, well ahead of the original March 31 
deadline. They are hunkered down now behind sandbags 
and razor wire at the seaport and the airport, which is 
also on the Indian Ocean. 


Rival warlords promised to guarantee the safety of the 
pull-out. but militias looted UN compounds as soon as 
they were evacuated, despite their leaders’ pledges to 
respect them, raising fears that the militias would harass 
the departing troops. 


Somali employees and ex-employees have also barri- 
caded UN and relief agency staffs in their offices, 
demanding payments they claimed were due—a practice 
one relief worker likened to a ‘feeding frenzy”’—and 
several expatriates have been kidnapped for ransom. 


The militias tour the streets of the battered capital in 
““technicals”-—pick-up trucks equipped with heavy 
machine-guns and carrying men equipped with rocket- 
grenade launchers and automatic rifles. The technicals, 
some of them vehicles looted from the United Nations, 
park just outside the entrance to the port and airport. 
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Observers here expect rival militias to fight for control of 
both facilities and the equipment left behind as soon as 
the last UN troops leave, but the task force, dubbed 
Operation United Shield, will meanwhile deploy what 
US Deputy Secretary of Defence John Deutch described 
as “overwhelming force,” with propeller-driven gunships 
and helicopters covering the departure. 


Ali Mahdi, who controls north Mogadishu, Monday 
proposed a national reconciliation conference to install a 
central government presiding over regions with a high 
degree of autonomy. 


The plan—the result of deliberations in north Mogad- 
ishu by a “peace conference” among his allies—was 
immediately dismissed by Qanyare Afrah, chairman of a 
rival “peace conference” in south Mogadishu among 
Aidid’s allies. 


On Wednesday, Qanyare Afrah accused the UN Opera- 
tion in Somalia of sabotaging the peace process and 
deliberately misinterpreting the slow pace of negotia- 
tions as failure. He invited Ali Mahdi and his allies to 
join the south Mogadishu conference, an invitation seen 
here as certain to be rejected. 


Qanyare Afrah recently said the south Mogadishu peace 
conference was close to forming its own provisional 
governm°nt—a move Ali Mahdi warned would reignite 
the clan » arfare. 


Aidid Supperters Demonstrate 


AB0902104295 Paris AFP in English 1023 GMT 
9 Feb 95 


[By Ali Musa Abdi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Mogadishu, Feb 9 (AFP)— 
Thousands of chanting supporters of Somali warlord 
Mohamed Farah Aidid demonstrated in the capital 
Mogadishu on Thursday [9 February] against the arrival 
of a US-led task force to protect the withdrawal of UN 
troops. 


““We will use the power of Allah and our blood against 
the foreign colonialists!” read one placard brandished at 
the October 21 parade ground, plastered with thousands 
of leaflets bearing the portrait of General Aidid, who 
controls most of south Mogadishu. The crowd sang 
patriotic songs and were addressed by militia leaders. 


Two US Marine Corps helicopters landed at Mogad- 
ishu’s dusty airport on Wednesday bearing officers who 
will set up a command centre for the seven-nation 
Operation United Shield, set up to cover the evacuation 
of the last 8,000 UN troops, mostly Pakistanis, Egyp- 
tians and Bangladeshis. 


Aidid supporters manning vehicles equipped with loud- 
speakers toured the battered city soon aftcrwards to 
incite opposition to American “neocolonialists” who 
had “landed in our homeland today to invade Somalia”. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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At least six warships are already offshore, with the 
remaining 350 UN civilians all due to leave by Tuesday, 
and the last troops due out by the end of the first week in 
March, according to UN sources. [passage omitied] 


The last UN troops and civilians are pulling out fol- 
lowing the failure of Aidid to agree with his arch-rival, 
self-styled president Ali Mahdi Mohamed, on a govern- 
ment of national unity. 


Ali Mahdi, who controls the north of the city, welcomed 
Operation United Shield. “We don’t want to become 
ungrateful people,” he said. “The international troops 
came here to assist starving people ... so they deserve to 
be supported during their withdrawal.” 


Somalia’s warlords all pledged to allow the UN troops to 
depart in peace, but militias looted UN compounds in 
Mogadishu as soon as they were abandoned, raising fears 
that they will harrass the departing troops. 


The UN soldiers and civilians are all retrenched now at 
Mogadishu’s port and seaport, both on the Indian 
Ocean. Observers here expect battles for both facilities, 
and for abandoned equipment, as soon as the last sol- 
diers leave under the protection of US Marines on the 
ground and gunships in the air. 


EAST AFRICA 


Northeast Officials Opt for Islamic Law 


EA2901153095 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1100 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mohamed Abshir Mussa, the 
vice chairman for defense in the Somali Salvation Alli- 
ance, SSA, and the chairman of the Somali Salvation 
Democratic Front, SSDF, met politicians, well-informed 
people, intellectuals, and the council of administration 
for the northeastern regions of Somalia at the headquar- 
ters of Bogor [traditional Somali king] Abdullei Bogor 
Mussa in Boosaaso. 


During the meeting, the vice chairman and officials 
discussed the current situation in the country, agree- 
ments reached and the role SSA supporters should play 
in the implementation and application of shari’ah law. 


The SSDF officials in the northeastern regions of 
Somalia agreed that Islamic shari’ah should be imple- 
mented in their area, the book of Allah should be 
respected, and Islamic courts operating in accordance 
with the book of Allah should open as soon as possible. 


The report from northeastern Somalia adds that a rally 
in support of a way of life in line with Islamic shari’ah 
was held at the football stadium in Boosaaso, the capital 
city of the northeastern regions of Somalia under the 
(leadership) of officials from the region. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Vice President Mbeki Views End of Apartheid 


AU0902115695 Hamburg STERN in German 9 Feb 95 
pp 174-177 


[Interview with Vice President Thabo Mbeki by Hans- 
Hermann Klare; place and date not given: ““We are not 
creating paradise’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Klare] Mr. Vice President, are 
we talking to South Africa’s next president? 


[Mbeki, laughs] President Nelson Mandela is in good 
shape. 


[Klare] But he is 76 years old. So the question to the 
second man in the government is obvious. 


[Mbeki] Exactly because Nelson Mandela was such an 
extraordinarily important person for the end of apart- 
heid and the development of a democratic South Africa, 
many people want to know what will come after him. 
This question unnerves people inside and outside the 
country. However. the ANC is 82 years old. We have a 
competent group of leaders, even though this may not be 
recognized. You must not forget: In 1990 Nelson Man- 
dela was released from prison, where he had been locked 
up since 1962. Who struggled successfully for a new 
South Africa and for Nelson Mandela’s release at that 
time? 


[Klare] Do you no longer need the great old man? 


[Mbeki] He is the living monument of change. We are 
still in an extraordinary stage of transition. Until the 
country becomes consolidated and the cement settles 
and becomes more solid, we will need people like him. 
However, no one should believe that everything will fall 
apart when Nelson Mandela leaves. 


[Klare] Even though international firms are reinvesting 
in your country, many still seem to be waiting to see 
whether the transition to a democratic South Africa 
continues peacefully. 


[Mbeki] I see that differently. The Commerzbank has 
just applied for a license. Firms like Mercedes and BMW 
want to expand and use our country as a basis for 
southern Africa. If they did not think that we are 
capable. large U.S. companies, for example, would not 
have returned to South Africa. And our government 
bond would not be so popular that we received buying 
orders for $750 million, although we had only issued 
$500 million. 


[Klare] Do you see the danger of South Africa func- 
tioning like a one-party state for many years? The 
elections are free, but the ANC will probably continue to 
receive almost all the black votes, and thus the majority. 


[Mbeki] No political organization in South Africa, 
including the ANC, can be sure that in five years it will 
be in the same position as today. Take for example the 
Solidarity Trade Union in Poland... 
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[Klare] ...which is split up today. 


[Mbeki] When the joint enemy no longer exists, the 
people remember their differences. 


[Klare] Do you expect the ANC to disintegrate? 


[Mbeki] The more successful we are in reducing racism, 
the more important other things will become for the 
people. There is no reason to assume that South Africans 
are different from Germans, Britons, or Indians. 


{[Klare] Has your party not created too great expecta- 
tions? 


[Mbeki] Nelson Mandela told the people again and 
again: We are not creating paradise. The people know 
that. They are more reasonable than many suppose. 
They understand that nothing happens overnight. 


[Klare] But there are many townships like Soweto that 
refuse, for example, to pay for electricity or water even 
after the end of apartheid. They first want to see 
improvements. 


[Mbeki] Can you imagine how the people are living 
there? A man borrows money from a building company 
to buy a house—two and a half rooms, half as big as the 
roc: in which we are sitting now. After two years, the 
cement of the doorframe crumbles. There is a crack that 
runs the whole length of the roof. The house is falling 
apart. He repays 200 German marks for it every month. 
If such a man stops his payments, this is because an 
injustice has been done to him. 


[Klare} Since the ANC came into power, your govern- 
ment has done everything to promote South Africa’s 
arms industry. Bishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner of your country, criticized you for the arms 
exports. 


{Mbeki} I am not against buying arms for South Africa’s 
protection. Therefore, there is nothing to be said against 
their sale. The question is what we export and where to. 


[Klare] For example, to Rwanda, to the crisis area of the 
Middle East or to Malaysia, where human rights are 
disregarded. 


[Mbeki] Exports to Rwanda began, of course, before this 
government. Of course, it is wrong to send arms there. 
We have stopped that. 


[Klare] During your state visit to Bonn, how did you feel 
about a government that had supported a collaborator of 
the apartheid regime, Chief Buthelezi and his Inkatha 
Party? 


[Mbeki] There are many people in the world who did not 
particularly participate in the struggle against apartheid. 
If we only want to shape our future together with those 
who were on our side in this struggle, we would only 
impose sanctions against ourselves. To me, this does not 
appear to be very wise. 
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SACP Leader Says Party To ‘Go Its Own Way’ 


MB0802165195 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 8 
Feb 95 p 9 


[Report by Tyrone August] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] When Joe Slovo and Chris 
Hani were buried, they took with them two of the South 
African Communist Party’s [SACP] most vibrant and 
creative minds. 


But, although frankly acknowledging the magnitude of 
these losses, the SACP remains confident of its role in 
building the democracy slowly unfolding in South 
Africa. 


“We were affected by their deaths,” admits general 
secretary Charles Nqakula, “because you can never find 
people to replace to the letter these types of leaders. 
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“But the party has continued to survive.” He points to 
the earlier loss of distinguished leaders like JB Marks, 
Moses Kotane and Moses Mabhida as proof of the 
SACP’s resilience. 


“Each one of them brought a particular style into our 
leadership, and while we miss their incisive contribu- 
tions aid clear thinking, we were able to move forward,” 
says Ngakula. 


“Those leaders were working in collectives all the time 
and empowering everybody in those collectives. We are 
continuing to survive and work as this cohesive leader- 
ship collective.” 


In fact, against the trend in other parts of the world, 
South Africa’s communist party continues to grow. By 
the end of last year, its membership stood at over 60,000. 


“Although affected by the situation in the socialist 
world, the SACP continued to grow when other commu- 
nist parties were collapsing,” says Nqakula. 


He attributes this to the political maturity of local 
workers: “The working class continues to struggle for 
better working conditions and is the vanguard of our 
membership.” 


This was already noticeable at its congress in 1991— 
most delegates were from the working class. “The SACP 
has quite a clear case,” says Nqakula. 


“And this case has to do with the fact that the capitalists 
continue to do what they have been doing for years— 
exploiting working people.” 


He blames the high number of unemployed (he estimates 
their number conservatively at around eight million) on 
capitalism. ““Those people will want to join the party,” 
he says. 


“They understand it is the kind of political home they 
need to affiliate to in order to ensure capitalism is 
defeated. It is only when capitalism is defeated that 
unemployment will end.” 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


But, even though there are capitalists in the ranks of the 
ANC, Nqakula does not anticipaie an end to the SACP’s 
alliance with the organisation in the foreseeable future. 


“The ANC 15, a big church, which is multi-class,” he says. 
‘There are captains of industry who are members of the 
ANC, as well as working people who are exploited by 
those captains of industry. 


“But there is not going to be conflict between the ANC 
and the party, because there is a programme of action 
which was defined when the ANC-SACP alliance was 
forged.” 


He does not deny that differences will arise between 
them from time to time. However, he feels these will not 
be fundamental and will be resolved through discussion. 


For the moment, he stresses, the priority is to build the 
fledgling democracy: ““The emphasis is to strengthen the 
forces of democracy to ensure it is properly defended. 


“And no one can determine how long that will take. In 
the Soviet Union, the revolution triumphed in 1917, but 
it was only in 1935 that comrades could plan the way 
forward.” 


He argues that South Africa is now in this first stage, but 
predicts the SACP will eventually go its own way: ““We 
are gradually putting into place the building blocks for 
socialism. 


“The socialism we are building is a communist state in 
which class oppression and domination will be abol- 
ished, where we will build a society based on abundance. 


‘And that abundance will become the property of all the 
people of our country, on a basis of equal sharing and 
equal rights. And that is not the programme of the 
ANC.” 


But, it is clear, the communism which the SACP advo- 
cates will differ a lot from that outlined in conventional 
theory. “We no longer engage in debates about nation- 
alisation,” says Nqakula. 


“We look instead at the realities of the situation. Some 
institutions we can place under the command and con- 
trol of our people, like the activities of municipalities. 


“And others we will be happy to place in the hands of 
individuals to run as private enterprises. The operative 
word is creative; we must be creative.” 


Ngakula is very optimistic about the future. “Socialism 
as a concept has not collapsed,” he says. “Internation- 
ally, there was a collapse of socialist administration—not 
socialism.” 


But this does not mean the SACP was not affected by the 
changes in Central and Eastern Europe. It suffered a 
major cutback in financial aid. 
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It now relies largely on subscriptions from its members, 
and these are obviously far from affluent (in fact, 58 
percent of the working class delegates at its 1991 con- 
gress were unemployed). 


As a result, the SACP is unable to service its branches 
regularly, leading to the collapse of many. Yet the SACP 
remains loyal to its vision of a new world. 


To some, these ideals are naive and romantic (at best). 
To others, they are a sinister threat (at worst). And then 
there are those for whom the SACP is the only hope of a 
better future. 


The SACP is determined to live up to the expectations of 
this group. It will use its congress in April as another 
opportunity to plan its way forward. 


Until then, judgment will be reserved. 


Government To Crack Down on Payment Boycotts 


MB0702163195 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 7 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by Drew Forrest} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Government is gearing up for a 
crackdown on township rent, service and bond 
defaulters as part of a multipronged offensive against the 
boycotts affecting the reconstruction and development 
programme [RDP]. 


Provincial Affairs Deputy Minister Valli Moosa said 
yesterday there were no indications that the boycotts 
were easing, despite the creation of nonracial. represen- 
tative local authorities in all urban areas. The boycotts 
were long seen as a protest against apartheid councils. 


His Ministry was holding discussions with the police aiid 
the Justice Department on options for cracking down on 
defaulters. 


““We want to reintroduce law and order in non-payment 
areas—if people do not pay, there must be conse- 
quences,” he said. “Evictions cannot be ruled out, 
although we cannot evict everybody. A trigger-happy 
approach may be counterproductive and lead to unnec- 
essary conflict.” 


At the same time talks were under way with the Social 
Welfare Department to identify township residents who 
were genuinely unable to pay. They would be the subject 
of targeted relief, either from local authorities or the 
Welfare Department. 


Moosa also said local government election candidates 
would be legally required to be up to date with their 
accounts. A stipulation to this effect would be embodied 
in the election regulations. ‘““Now that councillors repre- 
sent everybody, it could upset our whole campaign if 
residents are able to point fingers at them.” 


Moosa said that in the year to October payments in black 
urban areas had fallen from 33 percent to 19 percent, 
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despite an agreement in the local government negoti- 
ating forum providing for the resumption of payments, 
coupled with the writing off of arrears. 


There was no organised boycott campaign, but payment 
levels had not improved. Government’s drive against 
nonpayment, to be given a high profile within weeks, 
would be linked to service delivery and visible upgrading 
of services. 


Government has warned that development under the 
RDP will be targeted at areas where the rule of law holds 
sway. On the housing front, it plans to indemnify finan- 
cial institutions only where boycotts are not in force. 


Government had recently cleared key obstacles to the 
resumption of payments. “By installing nonracial local 
government, we have created single tax bases and put the 
administrative capacity of former white councils at the 
disposal of whole areas. People like myself who once 
encouraged boycotts are now serving on transitional 
local and metropolitan councils.” 


He said the process leading to democratically elected 
iocal authorities had been set in motion. Registration of 
voters, although uneven, had started countrywide. 


He stressed that ending the boycotts was «ssential for 
implementation of the RDP, the cost of which could not 
be borne by central government alone. No local govern- 
ment system could be viable if it depended exclusively 
on the central state for revenue. “If councils are not 
spending their own money, they are not directly account- 
able to voters.” 


SANCO on ‘Brutal’ Plan 


MB0802150595 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 8 Feb 95 p 2 


{Report by Gavin Stafford] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The SA [South Africa] National 
Civic Organisation [SANCO] said yesterday it opposed 
government’s proposed “brutal” methods to deal with 
rent, service and bond defaulters. 


SANCO was reacting to a report in yesterday’s BUSI- 
NESS DAY that Deputy Provincial Affairs Minister 
Valli Moosa was meeting police and Justice Department 
representatives to discuss options for cracking down on 
defaulters. 


Moosa said: “We want to reintroduce law and order in 
non-payment areas. If people do not pay, there must be 
consequences.” 


SANCO’s national office said the decision was prema- 
ture and provocative, and would serve only to alienate 
communities from government. 


Gauteng SANCO general secretary Linda Mngomezulu 
told « media conference the situation which had led to 
the boycotts would have to be addressed before SANCO 
could call for them to be ended. 
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SANCO Gauteng president Ali Maziya said delays in 
ending boycotts were caused by problems in setting up 
transitional local government structures and could not 
be blamed on SANCO, which had been calling for an end 
to them for the past five months. 


Mngomezulu said now that transitional local govern- 
ment structures were in place, reconstruction and devel- 
opment programmes could be implemented. This would 
lead to an end to the boycotts. 


DP Says Elections ‘Do or Die’ for Party 


MB0602120995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1134 
GMT 6 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Te::t] Johannesburg Feb 6 SAPA— 
The Democratic Party [DP] should not continue as a 
political party 1/ it did not significantly increase its 
support in October’s municipal elections, DP leader 
Tony Leon said at the start of a tour to Soweto on 
Monday. Mr Leon was speaking to the DP’s nominated 
local representatives and candidates for the elections. 


He warned the candidates that unless they got out and 
sold themselves and the DP “not many of you are going 
to be elected”. The DP would have to do much better in 
October than it did in last April’s general election. “If we 
don’t do well and significantly improve our performance 
from last year we should not continve as a political party. 
As far as | am concerned, this is do or die for the DP.” 


Mr Leon’s arrival at the Orlando YMCA met with none 
of the acrimony he encountered during a visit to Soweto 
in last year’s elections. The party would oppose a 
requirement that candidates in local government wards 
receive the written endorsement of two per cent of 
voters, as this compromised political freedom. 


DP Gives IFP Strong Support on Mediation 


MBO0702132695 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Democratic Party [DP] has 
come out in strong support of the stance of the IFP 
[Inkatha Freedom Party] on international mediation. 
Addressing supporters in Johannesburg, DP leader Tony 
Leon described King Zwelithini’s rejection of interna- 
tional mediation at the weekend as irrelevant. He said 
that the king had not been party to a memorandum 
signed by President Mandela, Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, and Deputy President F.W. de Klerk before 
the April election. He said that the IFP would enjoy the 
strong support of the DP in its quest to have the 
undertaking honored by the government and the Consti- 
tutional Assembly. 


Mandela Calls Chiefs’ Reaction ‘Unfortunate’ 
MB0702160295 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela says 
he is dismayed by claims that he had helped to increase 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


tension between traditional leaders and civic leaders 
during his recent tour of the Eastern Cape. In a statement 
issued by his office, Mr. Mandela described as unfortu- 
nate reports that certain traditional chiefs had consid- 
ered remarks made by him as inconsiderate. The 
president was apparently referiing to reports that leaders 
had been upset by his remarks that many chiefs had 
sided with the enemy during the apartheid years. The 
president’s statement said that the challenge facing both 
traditional and civic leaders in the region was to rise 
above the differences that were keeping them apart. He 
said he was confident that their difficulties were not 
insurmountable. 


Police May ‘Implicate’ Leaders Over Indemnity 


MB0802141795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 8 
Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by Esther Waugh] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town-—Retiring police 
commissioner General Johan van der Merwe warned 
yesterday that police might implicate political leaders in 
apartheid crimes if they did not themselves acknowledge 
collective responsibility. “Testifying before a parliamen- 
tary committee on justice, Van der Merwe said police 
who served under the former government would not 
accept sole responsibility for human rights offences 
committed in defence of apartheid.” 


“Everyone should realise that if the leaders and com- 
manders are not prepared...to take collective responsi- 
bility for a system in which the individual operated, 
obviously the individual will have to defend himself in 
whatever way may be available to defend himself,” he 
told the committee. 


In a written submission supporting his oral evidence, 
Van der Merwe, who is being replaced by General 
George Fivaz as police commissioner, warned that police 
would release documents proving the political line of 
command if leaders dodged responsibility. 


Van der Merwe, backed by police advocate David Gor- 
don, urged the justice committee to amend the draft 
Promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation Bill to 
ensure that the proposed truth commission is able to 
probe the political background to violence committed 
under apartheid. 


The justice committee is conducting public hearings 
before drafting a final version of the Bill, including its 
provision for a commission empowered to grant amnesty 
and award restitution for political crimes. 


Van der Merwe said the leaders of the former NP 
[National Party] government’s forces and the ANC’s 
Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation: former ANC 
military wing] should take responsibility for the climate 
in which they fought. Gordon submitted that it was 
unlikely that any human rights violations were com- 
mitted by an individual acting on his own. The draft 
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legislation should therefore be amended to allow for 
commanders of units to apply for amnesty on behalf of 
themselves and the members of the units. 


Discussing the controversial secrecy clause of the draft 
Bill, Gordon said closed hearings would encourage co- 
operation and inhibit false claims being made by “dis- 
gruntled” officers. 


Goi ion argued for a “swing-door” approach. This 
meant that all amnesty applications would be heard 
behind closed doors, but the truth commission should 
have the discretion to allow an applicant to make a 
public statement if he or she so wished. 


In their replies to questioning by the parliamentary 
committee, both Van der Merwe and Gordon stressed 
that there should be collective responsibility for human 
rights abuses. 


Relating a conversation he had with Van der Merwe 0:1 
Monday, Gordon said the general felt that “politicians 
prostituted us.” 


North West Top Province in Implementing RDP 


MB0402134995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2354 
GMT 3 Feb 95 


[Report on interview with Northwest Province Premier 
Popo Molefe by correspondent Clive Govender in 
Johannesburg; date not given] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 3 SAPA— 
Northwest Premier Popo Molefe on Friday [3 February] 
charged his region with scoring more goals in imple- 
menting government’s Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment Programme [RDP] than other provinces. 


In an exclusive interview with SAPA in Johannesburg, 
Mr Molefe said the Northwest could boast this feat 
because of a disciplined and committed civil service. In 
addition, the province had been able to develop its own 
sense of identity—a factor which has bedevilled other 
provinces. 


Among the RDP projects already outlined for this year 
were 543 classrooms to be built in rural areas and 197 in 
urban areas—a total of 27 schools. This begins in earnest 
on February 6. 


In the Moretele area, a project is underway to supply 
233,000 people in 10 villages with 25 litres of water each 
at a cost of R56.6 million [rands]. The funds have been 
earmarked by the Department of Water Affairs and 
Forestry. In Winterveldt, 133,000 people will receive the 
same ration at a cost of R23 million. 


The province boasts the completion of 25,000 houses 
thus far. Mr Molefe said he was in the process of tailoring 
an agreement with a Japanese company to build a further 
5,000 units at a cost of R200 million. A retirement 
village comprising 52 units would be built in Zeerust, he 
added. 
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“The principle we apply is one that will ensure we 
develop skills in the black community which will give 
them a share in the economy and wili ensure that the 
economy is labour-intensive,” Mr Molefe said. 


The House of Traditional Leaders—the act was passed in 
October last year—would begin its functions by early 
March, Mr Molefe said. It will consist of 20 elected 
members and four advisers, and is the first to get off the 
ground this soon. 


“The purpose to establish the house was to restore the 
dignity of traditional leaders and to ensure there are no 
longer pawns of political parties,” Mr Molefe said. 


The house will advise the Provincial Legislature on 
indigenous and traditional affairs. 


Mr Molefe added that encumbrances experienced with 
traditional leaders in other provinces had not succeeded 
in spilling into Northwest. 


“The Northwest boasts the greatest co-operation of tra- 
ditional leaders as opposed to...say KwaZulu/Natal.” 


The House of Traditional Leaders was a critical chal- 
lenge to the government of national unity, Mr Molefe 
said. 


He said it had to find a balance between local govern- 
ment structures and the “desire” of traditional leaders to 
retain their status. 


His government of provincial unity was on track and 
ready to tackle the new year with zest, he concluded. 


North West ANC Urges Action on Misused 
Funds 


MB0802!155195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1451 
GMT 8 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg February 8 
SAPA—The African National Congress in t!< orth- 
V est Province has called for “strict disciplinary action” 
against ANC members who misuse party funds, ANC 
North-West said in a statement on Wednesday. The 
statement was released after a weekend meeting to plan 
for the year ahead. 


The meeting recommended a “programme of action” to 
develop “human resources and operational resources”. 
“During this process the organisation will deal effec- 
tively with those comrades who are hijacking the organ- 
isation for personal gains. 


“Strict disciplinary measures will be applied to all those 
comrades who misuse and appropriate resources for 
themselves.” The statement said civil servants should be 
“encouraged to desist from unnecessary labour protests” 
and that “all attempts be made by government officials 
to instill a sense of belonging among civil servants”. The 
principle of bringing government closer to the people 
had to be “activated and continued”. 
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Donors: Boesak Explanations Not ‘Satisfactory’ 


MB0802191295 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 1600 GMT 8 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Scandinavian donors are 
pressing ahead with criminal charges against all persons 
involved in {ne misappropriatio: of funds donated to 
Dr. Allan Boesak’s Foundation for Peace and Justice 
{FPJ}. 


Danish and Swedish aid officials said Dr. Boesak was 
unable to give satisfactory explanations for the missing 
funds intended for the victims of apartheid. Both the 
officials said the investigations concerned an amouni of 
about 5 million rand, three-quarters of which did not 
reach the people it was intended for. Dr. Boesak emerged 
after two hours of talks with the Scandinavians saying he 
was hurt and did not have a proper chance to put his side 
of the story. Later at a news coaference at his Constantia 
home, Dr. Boesak slammed the report as one-sided. He 
said it relied on the evidence of FPJ accountant Freddie 
Steenkamp, who had acknowledged that he had taken 
money ilicgally. Dr. Boesak said he had asked for 2 
meeting with President Nelson Mandela and Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki to put his case. 


He said he would ask for an independent tribunal or 
commission to investigate the report. 


Zulu King Asks Premier Not To Meet Chiefs 


MB0802151195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1427 
G > ~8 Feb 95 


[F#i* / ranscribed Text] Ulundi Feb 8 SAPA—Zulu 
King ‘ ‘odwill Zwelithini has called on KwaZulu/Natal 
Premier Dr Frank Mdlalose not to proceed with a 
meeting on Friday [10 February] of the Zulu royal family 
and traditional leaders, SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] Radio News reported on 
Wednesday. 


In a letter from the king's legal adviser, Dr Mdlalose was 
told he had no right to invite members of the royal 
family and traditional leaders to a meeting without the 
king’s authority. The letter clainicd Inkatha Freedom 
Party officials had approached some members of the 
royal house, falsely informing them that the king had 
invited them to the meeting. The premier was requested 
to furnish the king’s legal adviser with a written under- 
taking confirming that the meeting would not proceed. 
Dr Mdlalose was given until 10AM on Thursday to 
accede to the request, failing which legal action would be 
considered. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 9 


Gabonese President Buys Farm Near Cape Town 


MB0302105795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 2 
Feb 95 p 3 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—-Gabon President 
El Hadj Omar Bongo has bought one of the finest farms 
in Franschhoek for about R6 million [rands}]—the 
second highest price ever fetched in the area. 


Champagne Lodge produces wines under the label La 
Couronne. The property which has magnificent views of 
the Franschhoek Valley comprises a | ,200 sqm [square- 
meter] iodge on about 40 ha, most of which is under 
vines and fruit «rees. 


Mike Stander, a spokesman for The Point Trust, which 
acquired the property in 1989 and has since developed it, 
confirmed the sale. He said that to his knowledge the 
price had been surpassed on'y by Cape Chamonix wine 
farm a much larger property which fetched about R7 
million a few years ago. 


Bongo had been looking for a property in the Transvaal 
but international businessman Chris Hellinger per- 
suaded him to buy in the Cape. 


Three months of negotiations culminated in the finali- 
sation of the sale by Bongo’s son Ali Bongo, in Cape 
Town last week. 


Stander said the property had been bought in the name 
of a company and he was not certain whether it would be 
used as an official residence or purely as an investment 


property. 
PAC Criticizes Purchase 


MB0302173795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1637 
GMT 3 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 3 SAPA— 
The Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] on Friday criticised 
the purchase by Gabon President El Hadj Omar Bongo 
of a R6 million [rand] wine farm near Franschhoek in 
the Western Cape and other property purchases by 
foreigners. 

Ben Marengwa, PAC secretary for land affairs and 
natural resources, called for a law to prohibit land sales 
until the land needs of blacks had been satisfied in 
proportion to their numbers. He said in a statement that 
the PAC wished to register its “utter disgust” at Mr 
Bongo’s and other similar transactions. South Africa’s 
land was “up for grabs”, even by foreigners. 


The interim Constitution “unfortunately” guaranteed 
property rights. This meant that those who claimed land 
ownership through colonialism retained their rights to 
speculate in land, while the country’s indigenous people 
merely had to sit by and watch. President Bongo’s 
purchase of the wine farm Champaigne Lodge, said to be 
one of the finest farms in the Franschhoek area, was 
announced on Wednesday [1 February]. 
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Angola 


Parties Welcome Deployment of UN Forces 


MB0892120695 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 7 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan political parties regard 
the deployment of UN troops as a necessary evil. They 
all believe the situation is irreversible, although they 
hope peace will prevail. 


[Begin recording] [Democratic Renewal Party member 
Rui Augusto] I believe the right conditions have been 
created this time. The [UN Security Council] meeting 
will be taking place under different conditions—the 
military chiefs from the two sides have met twice and 
have agreed on the disengagement of forces. An atmo- 
sphere of trust and security has been created for the UN 
forces’ deployment. I believe there are no major deter- 
rences to the deployment of UN forces. In fact, the 
deployment will ; ermit a new start for the peace process. 


[Angolan Democratic Party member Alberto Neto] We 
know that the Security Council is scheduled to meet 
today to decide on the deployment of 7,613 soidiers, 
including observers and police officers. They will mon- 
itor the peace accord and ensure effective adherence to 
the cease-fire. 


[Angola Youth, Worker, and Peasant Alliance Party 
member Alexandre Andre] The deployment will guar- 
antee the cease-fire. Peace in Angola could be a fact. 


[Angolan Democratic Forum member Miguel N’Zau 
Puna] The Security Council will spare no effort to 
.pprove the peace plan. The UN forces will play the role 
of referee and confirm that the dispute is over. Anyone 
who violates the Lusaka accord will be identified. 


[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
member Honorio van Dunem] The deployment of UN 
forces will contribute to peace, unity, and the reinstate- 
ment of trust among Angolans, which is an urgent 
matter. This is a delicate situation. The Blue Helmets 
should fulfill their role as peacekeepers and not cause us 
to have regrets, as has always been in the case in other 
countries. 


[Angolan Socialist Democratic Party member Anastacio 
Finda] Aagolans are tired of var. The United Nations 
should take the Angolan situation to heari. Hopefully, 
what has happened in Somalia and other countries will 
not be repeated in Angola. We hope Angola will be 
different. We hope the United Nations will follow the 
right path in Angola. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


Chissano Rejects Federalism, Warns of Division 


MB0302100195 Maputo T1VM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 2 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Joaquim Chissano 
said in Marracnene today that the marking of the first 
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centenary of the battle for Marracuene should stress the 
continuation of research into Mozambique’s history for 
the sake of coming generations. President Chissano was 
speaking after laying a wreath at the site where a monu- 
ment will be built to honor the victims of the Marrac- 
uene battle fought in 1895, and which became known as 
gwaza emutini, that is, to kill at home. [passage omitted] 


Chissano said Mozambicans were defeated at Marrac- 
uene because they were not united, and some of the 
leaders had betrayed their comrades, siding with the 
Portuguese. Chissano said this was a situation that also 
occurred during the struggle for national liberation, and 
in the war between his government and the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo]. Chissano said Afonso 
Dhlakama’s matsangas [followers of Renamo founder 
Matsangaisse] were backed by foreigners to destroy thir 
country. He noted that foreigners had manipulated 
Mozambicans during the October 1994 elections. 


Chissano criticized some of the opposition politicians 


for prom: >» ‘ederalism. He said federalism means the 
divisic®: *: '< ambique into small states, thereby weak- 
ening »2\iona! unity. He added: We have come here to 
reite:. © cur? ‘ozambican entity, our unity, and the will 
to live -€. Chissano warned of attempts to divide 


the country and Mozambicans. [passage omitted] 


Chissane Views Need for 30,000-Man Army 


MB0502202795 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1500 GMT 5 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] According to the Genera! Peace 
Accord, the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces 
[FADM] were supposed to have 30,000 members, but 
they still lack about 18,000 troops. President Joaquim 
Chissano has said the general state budget contains cuts 
in defense spending this year, so it is unlikely the FADM 
forces will attain its goal of 30,000 men this year. Still, 
the government needs men in the new army. Chissano 
said he believes it will be necessary to combine compul- 
sory military service with voluntary erilistmeint. 


{Begin Chissano recording] It will depend on what we 
manage to organize. To a certain extent, it is necessary to 
have compulsory military service. We might later decide 
whether to call it military service or compulsory national 
service. 


The fact is, military service will make it easier to form an 
army and for people to participate. Military service will 
provide various types of training, which will help save 
material and financial resources. In a nutshell, it has 
many advantages. 


It is possible that, even with military service, we will 
have to maintain a permanent force. As I have said, 
however, these things that must be carefuliy considered 
in line with our new strategy. [end recording} 


Compulsory military service was first introduced in 
1978 and was suspended when the General Peace Accord 
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was signed in October 1992. It become unpopular among 
young people because of some irregularities. Young 
people may be more willing to volunteer if the new army 
offers better conditions. 


Zimbabwe 


Ex-ZANU-PF Official Said Planning War 


MB0402160795 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 4 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] NOTICIAS revealed today that 
Edgar Tekere, a former official of the Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front [ZANU-PF], could at 
any moment launch a civil war against his country from 
Mozambican territory. 


The source says that Tekere has four military bases in the 
border districts of Sussundenga and Mossurize in the 
central province of Manica. It is believed that thousands 
of men and women, as well as youths, are at the bases 
awaiting orders from Tekere to begin an armed struggle 
in Zimbabwe. 


NOTICIAS says that government officials in Sussun- 
denga confirmed the presence of these fighters, and 
efforts is now under way to neutralize them. The Sus- 
sundenga administrator reportedly said that it would be 
easy to neutralize the men since, according to him, they 
no longer receive logistical support from the Mozam- 
bique National Resistance. The Manica provincial gov- 
ernor also confirmed the presence of these men. 


Mugabe Rules Out Holding Disputed Primaries 


MB0802201595 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The president, Comrade 
Robert Mugabe, says there will be no ZANU-PF [Zim- 
babwe African National Union-Patriotic Front] primary 
elections in Gutu North, as the ruling party has already 
decided that its two vice presidents cannot be challenged 
in any constituency they decide to stand. 


In an interview with ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter-African 
News Agency] after commissioning two digital telephone 
exchanges at the Causeway Post Office in Harare, Pres- 
ident Mugabe said the party stood by the decision of the 
Politburo that retired Air Chief Marshal Josiah Tun- 
gamirai cannot stand against Vice President Simon 
Muzenda in the controversial Gutu North constituency 
in Masvingo Province. 


The retired Air Chief Marshal Tungamirai and Vice 
President Simon Muzenda wanted to stand in the rural 
Gutu North constituency in the country’s third post- 
independence parliamentary election, scheduled for next 
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month. However, ZANU-PF candidates have to battle it 
out in the primaries before standing in the national 
elections. 


The former air vice marshal had insisted that he would 
Stand against the vice president despite a Politburo 
ruling, saying he will only stand down if the president 
himself ordered him to do so. 


Commenting on the operations of the PTC [Post and 
Telecommunications Corporation], the president said 
that the PTC plays an important role in the development 
of the country. He urged the PTC managemcnt to regard 
the Post Office Savings Bank as a bank which should 
lend people money for development. 


Comrade Mugabe said the PTC will need to invest about 
$1 billion each year over the next five years for various 
projects countrywide. The president added that the 
capacity of communication lines is expected to grow 
from the present 209,000 lines to 455,000 lines by the 
year 2000. He pointed out that there is a need for the 
PTC to use improved financial management to achieve 
this target. 


President Mugabe disclosed that plans have been 
secured for the Matabeleland project, which will install 
75,000 new lines by 1997. Comrade Mugabe said the 
biggest challenge facing the PTC is the need to move 
faster in its program of modernizing, extending, and 
commercializing its operations. 


The president pointed out that the long waiting list for 
telecommunications services had to be eliminated soon 
and needs to end disgruntlement among the people. He 
said the [word indistinct] telecommunications and 
postal network is a prerequisite, and a vital component 
for national development, and urged the PTC to take 
advantage of the liberalized economy to ensure that 
Zimbabwe provides quality postal and telecommunica- 
tions services. 


During the year ended 30 June 1994, the PTC opened 
eight post offices and six sub-post offices, including 
postal outlets [words indistinct] 181, together with 10 
sub-post offices, 38 postal and telegraph agencies, and 50 
postal agencies. 


Government Continuing To Reduce Civil Service 


MB0502162395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1253 
GMT 5 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare Feb 5 SAPA— 
Government has stopped retrenching civil servants and 
is now looking at ways of commercialising some of its 
services, Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare 
Minister John Nkomo said at the weekend. 


Zimbabwean news agency ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter- 
African News Agency] reports that government, under 
pressure to reduce public expenditure, will also adopt 
decentralisation and sub-contracting as some new strat- 
egies to achieve further reduction in the civil service. 
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Mr Nkomo said these strategies were designed to reduce 
the civil service further than the already targeted 23,000 
by the end of the 1994/95 financial year. 


Zimbabwe is in its fifth year of a civil service reform 
programme designed to reduce the number of civil 
servants by 25 per cent. 


Already 16,316 posts have been abolished with 6,684 
remaining to go before the year is out, Mr Nkomo said. 


“Instead of retrenching, we are now resolving to com- 
mercialisation, sub-contraction and decentralisation of 
some our services. With the new strategies we can make 
savings, thus helping to reduce public expenditure 
without having to retrench,” Mr Nkomo said. 


Social service sector ministries of health and two for 
education make up 69 per cent of the civil service. 


In view of this, Mr Nkomo said, trying to reduce on the 
30 per cent remaining civil service population would run 
down the system. 
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G«vernment, UK Sign Balance of Payments 
Accord 


MB0802201795 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 1800 
GMT 8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Governments of Britain 
and Zimbabwe today signed a $198 million balance of 
payments support agreement to assist the government 
with its economic structural adjustment program. 


Signing on behalf of Zimbabwe, Finance Ministry Senior 
Permanent Secretary Comrade (Charles Kawaza) said 
this grant will be used for reimbursing costs incurred by 
the National Oil Company of Zimbabwe, Noczim. He 
added that funds to be generated from this grant would 
be used for general budgetary support and ensuring 
government funds for social services. 


Signing on behalf of the British Government, the British 
high commissioner to Zimbabwe, Mr. Richard Dales, 
said this grant is in recognition of Zimbabwe's determi- 
nation to reduce its borrowing on domestic markets in 
order to release funds for investment. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Liberia 


AFL Chief Briefs Staff on Outcome of Talks 


AB0802111095 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lieutenant General J. 
Hezekiah Bowen has reiterated his call for profession- 
alism in the Liberian society, particularly the military. 
He said the incoming council would not encourage 
ethnicity, sectionalism, nor factionalism, as we should 
serve and subordinate the interest of the government and 
the people of Liberia. [sentence as heard] 


Gen. Bowen was speaking yesterday at the Defense 
Ministry, where he briefed members of the General 
Inspection Staff of the Armed Forces of Liberia [AFL] on 
the outcome of the Accra talks. He informed the deci- 
sion-making body of the AFL that the peace process has 
gone 90 percent, but warned that time is running out. 
Gen. Bowen said it has been agreed that membership of 
the new council be increased to six to accommodate the 
coalition instead of the original five. 


He reechoed that there will not be witch-hunting during 
the administration of the new State Council, but called 
on Liberians to lend support to the government for the 
resolution of the crisis. He maintained that no one will 
lose his job because of ethnic. political, or factional 
affiliation, but stressed that honesty, sincerity, and hard 
work during this period of transition in the country will 
be the hallmark of the LNTG [Liberia National Transi- 
tional Govermnemt]. 


Commenting on the state of the AFL, Gen. Bowen said 
the AFL will remain a government-owned military insti- 
tution, but noted that the forces should be restructured 
as spelled out in the Akosombo peace agreements. He 
asked the soldiers to prepare themselves to undergo the 
restructuring exercise (?0r reorganization). [passage 
omitted] 


Council Candidates Meeting To Break Deadlock 


ABO0902115395 Paris AFP in English 1135 GMT 
9 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Feb 9 (AFP)—Four 
candidates for Liberia’s new ruling council have begun 
meeting in a latest bid to break a deadlock over the 
body’s membership and end a five-year civil war, official 
sources said Thursday [9 February]. 


The meetings began behind closed doors on Wednesday 
at Monrovia’s executive mansion, the seat of govern- 
ment in the west African country, the sources said. 


According to officials, the four resolved to urge two key 
warlords, National Patriotic Front (NPFL) leader 
Charles Taylor and United Liberation Movement 
(Ulimo) chairman Alhaji Koromah to come to Monrovia 
next week to discuss ihe deadlock. 
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Those involved included Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) 
chief of staff General Hezekiah Bowen, paramount chief 
Tamba Taylor, Central Revolutionary Council (CRC) 
leader Tom Woewiyu and the nominee of the civilian 
all-Liberian national conference, Oscar Quiah. 


All four have been named as candidates to the new 
council of state, or collective presidency, by various 
groups. Also present was David Kpomakpor, the 
chairman of the outgoing council set up under the failed 
July 1993 accord signed in Benin, and other council 
members. 


Other items discussed included the rejection of 
Woewiyu’s candidacy by the NPFL leader. Woewiyu is a 
former Taylor ally 274 financial backer who last year 
split acrimoniously from his former boss, calling for the 
NPFL leader to be “killed like a snake” as the “obstacle” 
to peace in Liberia. 


Under a peace accord signed in Accra, Ghana, on 
December 21, the new council should have been seated 
on January 11. But the ceremony was cancelled at the 
last minute due to disputes over its membership which 
have still not been resolved. 


The Accra peace accord was the tenth since the war 
erupted as an NPFL rebellion against the bloodstained 
regime of former president Samuel Doe on December 
24, 1989. 


Although Doe was tortured to death by an NPFL splinter 
g.oup nine months later in Monrovia, his Krahn ethnic 
group continues to dominate several Liberian factions. 


Ghana Dismisses Faction Leaders’ Resolution 


AB0802111395 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 0900 
GMT 8 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of Ghana has 
dismissed a recent resolution passed by three Liberian 
faction leaders and a traditional chief proposing a five- 
man collective presidency of Council of State. The NPFL 
{National Patriotic Front of Liberia], Ulimo [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia], AFL 
[Armed Forces of Liberia], and Chief Tamba Taylor held 
two days of talks after the official adjournment of the 
Liberia peace talks on January 3!st in Accra, Ghana, and 
agreed on a five-man Council of State with Chief Tamba 
Taylor as chairman; Charles Taylor, first vice chairman; 
Alhaji Koromah, second vice chairman; and General 
Hezekiah Bowen, third vice chairman. 


However, a flash report says Ghanaian Foreign Minister 
Obed Asamoah in a statement issued on Monday, 6 
February to the GHANA NEWS AGENCY and quoted 
by yesterday’s edition of the DAILY TIMES of Nigeria, 
said the resolution by the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, the United Liberation Movement, Ulimo. the 
Armed Forces of Liberia, and Chief Tamba Taylor was 
not representative of all the factions to the peace talks. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Meanwhile, a Ghanaian Foreign Ministry official says 
Ghana has been sending delegations to West African 
capitals to formulate a joint strategy to move the peace 
process forward but could not say when the next round 
of talks will be held. 


Nigeria 


General Abacha Dissolves Executive Council 


AB0802184195 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT vc Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Executive Council 
has been dissolved. The dissolution was announced 
today by the chief of general staff, Lieutenant General 
Oladipo Diya, at the end of a meeting of the council in 
Abuja. The reason for the dissolution was to allow 
members who had interest in politics to start their 
preparations. A new Executive Council will soon be 
formed. 


Foreign Minister Comments 


ABOQ902112195 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 9 Feb 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] What is behind General Sani 
Abacha’s decision yesterday to dissolve his cabinet, the 
Federal Executive Council. According to his number 
two, General Oladipo Diya, the move was to allow those 
ministers in Nigeria with political ambitions the oppor- 
tunity to return to politics. One of the better known 
politicians in the cabinet is Foreign Minister Babagana 
Kirgibe who has tried to become president in the past. 


On the line Thierry Augiex asked him what the dissolu- 
tion of the cabinet meant: 


[Begin recording] [Kingibe] (?1 think) this is a normal 
development in the process of governance. Governments 
all over the world from time to time reshuffle or dissolve 
in order to enhance its effectiveness and in order to 
address the issues of the day. So I take it that the 
dissolution of the Nigerian Federal Government at this 
point in time comes against this background and in this 
context. It’s normal process in governance. 


[Augier] Oladipo Diya says that the government was 
dissolved because some ministers wanted to leave the 
government and go into active politics. Was this reason 
aimed at people like you who have been active in politics 
before and maybe want to be active in politics in the 
future? 


[Kingibe] As you know Nigeria is in the process of 
transition to democracy. Now, it is obvious that some of 
the political [words indistinct] some of the members of 
cabinet, who need major political (?actions), will natu- 
rally want to participate and indeed their participation 
would have a salutary effect on the political process. So, 
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it seems to me that it is perfectly logical, and I would 
have hoped that the international community, and 
indeed more importantly the Nigerian, in fact, he ought 
to see this development as a clear indication of the 
inevitable march towards democracy to which the gov- 
ernment is committed. 


[Augier] Mr. Babagana Kingibe, you were a candidate in 
the presidential race, you were in the opposition and 
then you accepted to be part of the government. Do you 
expect to be recalled in the government? Or is it time 
now for you to rejoin politics? 


[Kingibe] I was not in opposition to any government. 
Indeed, we were part of a military transition process and 
various elections were held and ultimately, the presiden- 
tial elections were held in June and as you well know, the 
results of those elections were withheld in a formal sense. 
So I was never part of an opposition. If anything, I was 
part of a ticket that won the elections. The elections were 
nullified... 


{[Augier, interrupting] Exactly, these elections were nul- 
lified, and any way you accepted it. So this latest move 
by General Abacha, what does it mean for the situation 
of Moshood Abiola and the political deadlock at the 
moment? 


[Kingibe] I do not think that there is a political deadlock 
in Nigeria. What is happening in Nigeria is that there is 
a process of a resumption of democratic process. On the 
work of the Constitutional Conference, they have con- 
cluded their deliberations and they are going to resume 
on 6 March to look at the final draft of the constitution 
and the adoption of various resolutions which are aimed 
at creating an enabling environment for sustainable 
democracy. 


[Augier] So what do you think of the fact that your 
teammate, Moshood Abiola, is effectively still in jail 
now? What do you think of it? 


[Kingibe] Well, I feel sorry. I feel bad and I do hope 
(sincerely) that his innocence would be established. But 
this is obviously a process that has to be subjected to the 
due process of the law and that is what is being done. 
[end recording] 


Civil Servants Take Over Running of Ministries 


AB0902125095 Paris AFP in English 1056 GMT 
9 Feb 95 


[By Ade Obisesan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, Feb 9 (AFP)}—Top 
civil servants on Thursday [9 February] took over the 
running of Nigeria’s federal ministries after the military 
junta dissolved the executive government, a reliable 
source said here. 


The ministries are to be run by their directors-gencral, 
the source said, in place of ministers in the Federal 
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Executive Council (FEC), which was scrapped by Gen- 
eral Sani Abacha’s regime on Wednesday. 


Announcing the dissolution in the federal capital Abuja, 
Abacha’s number two, General Oladipo Diya, said that 
the aim was to allow ministers who had political ambi- 
tions time to participate in the associations which are 
daily springing up in readiness for the lifting of a ban on 
political activity. 


The junta, which seized power in November 1993, then 
scrapped all existing political institutions but also vowed 
eventually to restore elected civilian rule in Nigeria. 


Diya said that in view of the formation of new political 
groups it would be “unfair” to ministers who “we have 
called on board to allow them to be marginalised by 
these political associations”. 


Some ministers had already indicated their intention to 
quit their posts and Abacha had commended their 
“vision and spirit of nationalism”, having agreed to 
serve at “the time the nation was almost sinking”, said 
General Diya. “During the tumultous period which the 
government experienced last year, they stood firm to 
ensure that the ship of the nation did not sink’’, he 
added. 


The junta’s decision was seen as indicating that the junta 
might soon make good on a pledge to lift the ban on 
political parties. 


It has been in effect since Abacha ousted a civilian 
caretaker government handpicked by his predecessor as 
military ruler, General Ibrahim Babangida. 


Diya announced the move after a meeting of the cabinet, 
which he said would soon be replaced by a new one. 


The FEC, consisting of 32 members, has played second 
fiddle to the ruling junta, the Provisional Ruling 
Council. 
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Abacha had been expected to lift the ban on political 
parties on January 17. [passage omitted] 


A new FEC will soon be constituted after a meeting of 
the Provisional Ruling Council, the nation’s highest 
decision-making body, Diya also said. 


In the last few months, some of the ministers, who are 
professional politicians, have publicly participated in the 
launch of politicial associations. 


Some others are reported to have held nocturnal and 
clandestine meetings with political associates. 


Before they were invited to serve in the government, at 
least 10 members of the dissolved FEC were staunch 
supporters of Abiola. Baba Gana Kingibe, who was 
Abacha’s foreign minister was Abiola’s running-mate in 
the election. 


Abiola Rival Calls For Chief's Release 


ABO0702141295 Paris AFP in English 1311 GMT 
7 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Feb 7 (AFP)—The rival 
of Chief Moshood Abiola in the June 1993 presidential 
election, Alhaji Bashir Othman Tofa, has appealed to 
General Sani Abacha to release the millionaire politician 
on “humanitarian grounds,” press reports said Tuesday 
[7 February] here. 


Tofa, who stood for the conservative National Repub- 
lican Convention (NRC) in the 1993 poll later voided by 
the military, said he was making the appeal in response 
to representations from “‘aivergent political and social 
inclinations”. 


‘“‘We must forgive one another for past errors and allow 
this country to move forward”’, he said. 


Abiola, widely believed to have won the election, is being 
held in Abuja on charges of treason following his self- 
proclamation as president on the basis of the poll. 


Tofa said on several occasions that he did not recognise 
Abiola’s claimed victory. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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